1152	INDIAN MEDICINAL PLANTS
studded and sometimes rough with papillae, palmately 5-nerved from
a cordate base, often with circular glands between the nerves, obtusely
5-angled or s6metimes deeply 5-lobed, the lobes broad, obtuse or
acute, apiculate, more or less sinuate-toothed; petioles 2-32 cm. long.
Male flowers: Peduncles 1-fiowered, 2-3.8 cm. long, subfiliform.
Calyx-tube gkbrous, broadly campanulate, 4-5 mm. long; teeth
2.5 mm. long, linear. Coiolla 2.5 cm. long, veined, pubescent inside,
glabrous outside, segments 4.5-7.5 mm. long, triangular, acute.
Staininal column glabrous; capitulum of anthers subglobose. Female
flowers. Peduncles 1.3-2.5 cm. long. Staminodes 3, subulate, 3 mm.
long. Ovary fusiform, glabrous, slightly ribbed. Fruit fusiform-
ellipsoid, slightly beaked, 2.5-5 by 1.3-2.5 cm., marked when
immature with white streaks, bright scarlet when fully ripe. Seeds
somewhat obovoid, rounded at the apex, slightly papillose, much com-
pressed, yellowish grey.
Distribution     Throughout  India  and Ceylon—Malaya,  tropical Africa
1. Sweet variety.—The root is cooling, aphrodisiac; stops
vomiting, urinary losses, burning of hands and feet; given for uterine
discharges.—The leaves are sweet, acrid, cooling, astringent to the
bowels, cure "kapha" and "pitta"; cause flatulence.—The flowers
cure itching, biliousness, and jaundice.—The fruit has flavour; in-
digestible, causes flatulence; cooling, astringent to the bowels, galacta-
gogue, antipyretic; cures leprosy " vata ", burning sensation of the
body, bronchitis, asthma, consumption, jaundice, diseases of the
blood, inflammations due to " pitta" derangement.— 2. Bitter
variety:—The fruit is bitter, pungent; wholesome, laxative, alexiteric,
emetic; cures " kapha"? biliousness, foul breath and bad taste,
bronchitis, leprosy, anaemia, inflammations, diseases of the blood;
increases " vata ** (Ayurveda).
The fruit is aphrodisiac; allays thirst; useful in biliousness and
diseases of the blood (Yunani).
The expressed juice of the thick tap-root of this plant is used
by Indian physicians as an adjunct to tie metallic preparations
prescribed by them in diabetes.
In the Konkan, the root pounded with the juice of the leaves is

